
Fire in the South Carolina Mountains
Past, Present and Future



ÅControlled fire in the SC Mountains

ÅWhy we burn 

ÅThe Pinnacle Fire



Past
ÅUSFS Sumter National Forest ɀ30+ years of 

active controlled burns ɀAverage of ~5000 acres 
per year

ÅSC DNR Jocassee Gorges ɀ10+ years of controlled 
burns ɀAverage of  ~500 acres per year

ÅSC Forestry Commission ɀLimited controlled 
burns on private and state lands

ÅSC State Parks ɀNo history of controlled burns

ÅGreenville Water ɀNo history of controlled burns



Present
ÅUSFS ɀGrowing program-last year ~7000 acres ɀ

most ever

ÅSC DNR ɀHolding Steady at ~500 acres per year

ÅSC Forestry Commission ɀLimited on private 
lands but committed to help do controlled burns 
on SC State Parks

ÅSC State Parks ɀFirst planned burns this year - ~ 
400 acres at Table Rock, Oconee, and Devils Fork 
State Parks

ÅGreenville Water ɀAt the table 



Future
ÅUSFS - Continue to grow the program to ~10,000 

acres per year

ÅSC DNR ɀWould like to do more controlled burns

ÅSC Forestry Commission ɀWill continue doing 
partnership burns SC State Parks and landowner 
programs

ÅSC State Parks ɀWill be doing more controlled 
burns

ÅGreenville Water - Would like to start a controlled 
burn program 





Why Do We Burn?

ÅEcological Restoration
ÅBenefits to Wildlife
ÅFuels Management or 

Structure Protection



Table Mountain/Pitch Pine 
Communities


