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Creating a Safer & 
More United Upstate

Purpose

To create a safer and more united 
Upstate Region where all law 
enforcement stakeholders work 
collaboratively with community leaders 
to foster a culture that respects and 
values the lives of officers and all 
residents.



2022 EVENTS
Beyond the Shield Workshops

• Law Enforcement Community Outreach Strategies
• Use of Analytics to Drive Policing
• Victim Advocacy

Fist Bump Fridays

Community Leader Law Enforcement Forums at 
Tri-County Technical College in Anderson, 
Oconee, and Pickens Counties



2022 National Night Out
Police-Community Partnerships
August 2 or October 4



For more information or to 
get involved, please 

contact Justine Allen at 
JAllen@TenattheTop.org

www.TenattheTop.org



GREENVILLE CITY PD
VICTIM SERVICES UNIT

Dorothea “Rita” Wearbon
Victim Advocate



Victim Advocates

• Victim Advocates: Individuals that are trained to work with victims of 
crime. Victim Advocates are usually employed by Law Enforcement 
Agencies, Solicitors Offices, Shelters, Courts, and other non-profit 
agencies that provide services to victims.

• Victim Advocates are required to have 12 hours of continuing 
education per year. These hours are tracked by a department within 
the Attorney General’s Office.  

• Victim Advocates are required to adhere to and protect victim’s 
rights. 



Speaking of Rights
• Be treated with fairness, respect, and dignity;
• Be free from intimidation or harm throughout the criminal and juvenile justice 

process;
• Be informed about victims' rights;
• Be reasonably informed about criminal proceedings;
• Be informed if the accused is arrested, released, or escapes;
• Confer with the prosecution before the case is heard in court;
• Be present at criminal proceedings where the accused has the right to be 

present;
• Be heard at proceedings affecting bond, bail, release, pleas or sentencing;
• Have reasonable access to documents relating to the crime before trial;
• Receive restitution from the adult or juvenile offenders; and
• a reasonable, prompt and final conclusion to their case



GPD Victim Services…
• Crisis Intervention
• Provide Victimization Education
• Conduct Safety Planning
• Connect Victims to Community Resources
• Inform Victims of upcoming Court Dates, Times, and Locations
• Explain Steps in the Judicial Process 
• Accompany victims to Court (Bond Hearing, Generals Sessions, 

Municipal)
• Attend Parole Hearings
• Intervene on Landlord and Employer issues
• Assist Victims with various Applications for Services (SCVAN, DCVC, etc.)
• Provide Emotional Support
• Responds to Crime Scene as Requested
• Collaborate with other Community Agencies



Crimes
• Murder
• Attempted Murder
• Burglary
• Armed Robbery
• Domestic Violence
• Sexual Assault
• Assault & Battery
• Pointing & Presenting of Firearm
• Child Abuse
• Fraud
• DUI with Great Bodily Injury or Death
• Runaways
• Missing Persons



Community Resources

• SCVAN
• DCVC
• SCCADVASA
• Safe Harbor
• 13th Circuit Solicitor’s Office
• SC Legal Services
• Compass of Carolina
• Julie Valentine Center
• Greenville County Sheriff’s Office



THE COLLECTIVE VOICE 
PROMOTING THE 
PREVENTION OF DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE AND SEXUAL 
ASSAULT IN SOUTH 
CAROLINA

Tricia Ravenhorst, JD
General Counsel, SCCADVASA



13 Domestic 
Violence 

Organizations

15 Sexual 
Assault 

Organizations

22 MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS



The Safe Home

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AGENCIES 
SERVING THE UPSTATE



RAPE CRISIS CENTERS SERVING THE UPSTATE



13 Domestic 
Violence 

Organizations

17 Child 
Advocacy 
Centers

15 Sexual 
Assault 

Organizations

22 SCCADVASA MEMBER ORGANIZATIONSAffiliate 
Members

**
Nonprofits, Law 
Enforcement & 

Solicitors

Diverse Network of 
Community Partners



DIFFERENCES BETWEEN SYSTEM & COMMUNITY 
ADVOCATES

System Advocate
• Employed by criminal justice system agency
• Focus on interests of both victim & agency
• Serve victims of reported crimes
• Advocacy related to helping victim 

navigate criminal justice system
• Service period limited to length of criminal 

process or case status
• Communications NOT confidential

Community Advocate
• Employed by a non-profit organization
• Sole focus on interest of victim
• Serve all victims – reporting not required
• Comprehensive advocacy based on victims’ 

choices
• Service period can extend for length of time 

determined by victim
• Communications may be protected by VAWA 

Confidentiality or other professional privilege



VICTIM-CENTERED 
SERVICES



VAWA CONFIDENTIALITY & COMMUNITY 
ADVOCATES 

Employees of non-governmental agencies 

funded by VAWA, VOCA or FVPSA are prohibited from 

disclosing personally identifying information about a victim/client UNLESS:

Victim Signs 
a Written, 
Informed & 
Time-Limited 

Release

Mandated 
by Statute

Mandated 
by the Court













LOCAL COORDINATED COMMUNITY RESPONSE TEAMS

Domestic 
Violence 

Coordinating 
Councils

Sexual 
Assault 

Response 
Teams

Human 
Trafficking 
Task Forces

Underserved 
& Specialized 

Survivor 
Partnerships







Tricia Ravenhorst: pravenhorst@sccadvasa.org

Web:  www.sccadvasa.org

Office: 803-256-2900

To Find a Member Organization : www.sccadvasa.org/Get-Help/

mailto:pravenhorst@sccadvasa.org
http://www.sccadvasa.org/
http://www.sccadvasa.org/Get-Help/
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